2010 Challenge - Zero Recyclable Waste to landfill - Winning Community – Winning School 
 

11 June 2010, the long-awaited Fifa 2010 kick-off date has arrived and, with it, the appointed time to assess whether Hout Bay has met the challenge of sending Zero Recyclable Waste to Landfill.
Contractors WastePlan report that 97% of Hout Bay and Llandudno residents eligible to participate in the weekly, clear-bag recycling collection in fact do! Congratulations, our efforts exceed that of any other Cape Town suburb. Total recycling in the year running up to 2010 was close to 1 200 tons (monthly average of 100 tons).
Another winner is Llandudno Primary School whose learners diverted 7,4 tons of recyclable waste from landfill. Sentinel School was second, with Kronendal taking third place. Well done to Mr Trumble's Grade 6 class, and to Nicholas Faraday from Llandudno, for winning the class and individual prizes of R300 and R200 respectively. All the schools that participated received certificates, and teachers and janitors received a variety of prizes donated by local businesses. Sentinel School won a compost bin donated by Green Genie, and the school will begin composting green waste. Thank you to all donors, especially to WastePlan for their financial donations.
Congratulations to the nine schools that participated in the three-month-long competition. Their combined efforts redirected over 16.2 tons (16 elephants-worth!) of recyclable waste to the manufacturing stream, and saved methane emissions and leachate leakage into the ground water. 
Other Hout Bay winners are the 47 businesses and organisations that have earned 2010 Green Zero Waste Stickers - by throwing no recyclable waste to landfill. To identify and support these businesses, please see our website www.zerowastehoutbay.org. Please contact us if your business is ready for a sticker.
Has Hout Bay scored our Zero Recyclable Waste to Landfill goal?
As you can see from the pie chart, as Hout Bay/Llandudno residents, we recycled one third of our waste. Afrowaste and Tedcor, which collect the mixed waste from formal homes and informal homes respectively, report that 4 800 tons (monthly average 400 tons) and 1 793 tons (monthly average 150 tons ) of Hout Bay mixed rubbish has been transported to the Muizenburg landfill in the last year. An estimated additional 3 600 tons (monthly average 300 tons) of builders' rubble, waste from public bins and illegal dumping waste reached landfill in the last year. 
This wasteful activity is a great financial burden to us, as taxpayers. It is estimated that the transportation and disposal costs are over R3 million and, of course, the cost to our environment and health is incalculable. In addition, it will cost R2 billion to construct a new landfill site and R500 million to restore each existing site. 
Do you know that an average of 33% of greenhouse gasses emitted are produced at landfill sites across the world? 
Thank you, Hout Bayers! We are working toward a sustainable future by acting locally, separating our waste and recycling it. This simple action prevents the degradation of the environment; reduces the need for sourcing virgin resources; saves water, energy and land; and reduces air and water pollution. 
So what's next?
Think Thrice (x3), of course !!!
1. Continue to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, and now Refuse, Rethink and Precycle.
2. Compost all kitchen and garden waste.
3. Consumers have great power. Purchase products that are recyclable, come in recyclable packaging and are not over-packaged.
Whatever you do, don't throw 'it' away, because there is no away! 
Rather join the Zero Waste Hout Bay movement and visit the website www.zerowastehoutbay.org 
